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Acts 1:6-11

.... And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of
their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he
went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, and

said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into
| heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
neaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
neaven."




Baptist Faith and Message 2000
X. Last Things
God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the
world to its appropriate end. According to His promise,
Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to

the earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all
men in righteousness. The unrighteous will be consigned
to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The
righteous in their resurrected and glorified bodies will

receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven
with the Lord.




Key Texts

Isaiah 2:4

He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes
for many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
anymore.




Key Texts

Matthew 16:27
For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay each person according to
what he has done.

Matthew 18:8-9

And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame
than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal
fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with two
eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.




Key Texts

Matthew 24:27, 30, 36, 44

For as the lightning comes from the east and shines as far as the
west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. ... Then will
appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the
tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man

coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. ...
But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. ... Therefore
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour

you do not expect.




Key Texts

Mark 8:38

For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this
adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.

Luke 12:40
You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour
you do not expect.




Luke 17:22-37

And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to
see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. And they will
say to you, ‘Look, there!” or ‘Look, here!’ Do not go out or follow them. For
as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so
will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must suffer many things and
be rejected by this generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it

be in the days of the Son of Man...




Luke 21:27-28

And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and
great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.

John 14:1-3
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. In my

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that
| go to prepare a place for you? And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and will take you to myself, that where | am you may be also.




2 Corinthians 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one

may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or
evil.

Philippians 3:20-21
But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord

Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious bodly,
by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.




Colossians 1:5
Because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard
before in the word of the truth, the gospel.

Colossians 3:4
When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in

glory.




1 Thessalonians 4:14-18

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus,
God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. For this we declare to
you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the

dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and
so we will always be with the Lord. Therefore encourage one another with

these words.




Titus 2:13
Waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ.

Hebrews 9:27-28
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will

appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are
eagerly waiting for him.

James 5:8
You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at

hand.




1 John 2:28
And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may
have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.

1 John 3:2
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because

we shall see him as he is.




Revelation 1:18

And the living one. | died, and behold | am alive forevermore, and | have the
keys of Death and Hades.

Revelation 3:11

| am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your

crown.
Revelation 20:1-22:13

Then | saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key
to the bottomless pit and a great chain. And he seized the dragon, that
ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand
vears ... And behold, | am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the
words of the prophecy of this book.
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The Church Age

What is histeric premidlenniatism?

Hisioric premilennizfism is the belief that Ihe ‘Second Coming of Christ will pracede
tha millenriam and that the church has replacad the nation of kerael as God's
cowanant people. Also known a5 “covenant premiliannigism,” historic premiliannialism
freals the millannium as a lieral future event. Mast histanc premilennialists beliave
that Christians will remain on the earth during the great iribulation. The tribulation wil
purity the churches by rooling oul falsa balievers,

Acpording io historic presmilienialists . ,
Goﬁswmummmmmmmmwmmmmm]

, basad on abadk Israels p disobed negased God's
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» (od has maintained a covenant of grace throughout the Old and New Testaments
with &l wha trusted in Him. Thesa balisvers—embodied today in the church—are
1he trive Israed (sea Rom. 9:6-8; Gal. 6:18),

* Most refenences 1o “lerael in Revelation refer symbolically t the churdh,

l‘imal_TthuIatiim

Millennium

What Scriplures seem (o support histaric premillenniatism?

+ The revealng of the Anlichrist precedes Christ's return—2 Thess. 234,

+ The tribukation will roct cut talse mambers from the churches—Rey, 2:22-23;

* The saints & on earth during the tibulation—Rew, 137

v God's proenises ko Abraham and his ofispring wane conditional—Gaen, 22:18;
M Chron, 33:8: 15. 1:19-20: Jer. 75-7.

+ The Mew Testamen! Inequently u2es “lsrael” and the tewh iribes” 1 refer o
Christians—Rom. 9:6-8; James 1:1.

When has historic premillennialism been popular? Historic premilianniaism seams
it harver been the earliest view of tha end-limes among post-apestolc Christians. Many
early church . Laciantius (240-3200, enasus (130-200, Justin Martyr
(100-165), and probably Papias (50-130}, 2 disciple of the apastie John—ambraced historic
premileraizism. Modem supporters include scholars such as John Warwick Montgamseny.
Georpa R, Beasley-Muray, David Docioary, Rabert Gundry, and George E. Ladd.

The Church Age

of Christ &
Final Judgment

Tribulation

What ks amillennializm?

Amsllanaialism is the beSed that the milannium symbolizes Chist's reign in the bves of Hes

peaple fram the baginning of the chunch wntil His second coming. Rev. 19:11-21 porirays

Christ's triumph over Satan through His death and reswsrection, This triumph restrained

the pawer of Satan on the earth (Rev, 20:1-3). The st resurrection” (Rev. 20:4-6)

symbakzes either the alemal ife experianced by persors who die in Cheist or the spintual

resuection experenced by persons when they become Chriskans.

Whean Chiist returns, Ha will immediately deleat the powers ol evil, resurrect the saved

and the unaawed, judge them, and dativer them 1o thair etemal destinies.

According to amiliennifists . . .

» The greal tribuiation represanis calamities and persecuions thal have occumed
throughout church historny.

« hiost references o "srael” in Ravelation are symbolic relerences % the peapls of God
on earth (compare Rom. 8:5-8; Gal, 6:16).

* In apocalyptic Merature, numbers represent concapts. nol (ieral stafistics. For example,
sin symbolizes incompleteness, seven represents completeness, fen indicales

somathing 1hal is axtreme bul imited, teahve represents the perfection of God's pecgre, and
one thousand symbolizes a graat amount or lang peniod of Sme.

mwmmmwmm
+ The Bible frequently uses the number 1,000 figuratively—Ps. S0:10; 9004; 105:8; 2 Peter 38,

+ The first resurection (Rev. 20:4) could refer o the spiritual resterection (Ihs reganaration
or néw birth) of persons wha trust Christ—Rom. 11:13-15; Eph. 2:1-4,

+ Tha Sacond Coming of Christ and the resurrection of the sawed and the unsaved will occur
at the samg time—Dan, 12.2-3; John 5:28-28,

+ The saints are cn earth during the bibulation—Rew. 13:7.

When has amillennialism been popular? Amilennialism became papalar in the fifth century.
Amilennialism has ramanad widespread Throughout chizch history. Prominent amillanciaksts
inciuge the: Pratestant reformers Martin Luther and John Calvin, a5 well as evangalical
thaclogians such as E.Y. Mulling, Abraham Kuyper, G.C. Barkouwer, Herschel Hobbes, Ssanley
Grenz. and J. . Packer, Many shadents of church history befieve that the church father
Augusting of Hippa was tha first amillanniais.

DISPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM

Rapture

Second Coming Final
of Christ

Judgment

God's Work God's Work with E:eal 'Inhulatmn
with Israel the Church
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& the beksl thal tha Second Coming of Christ wil
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n 15118,

MMMWMMaW fisture gvent. Most
dizpensaticnal premilanrialists ane pre-tibulabonists: they understand Fiev. 4:1-2 o reler
1o "the rapture,” mmummmmwmmmmmm
begins. Some dispensational premilenniaisss. known 2 mid-ibulationists, bebeva the
rapiturg will ooour dunine the greal rbulabon. Accanding 1o the dspensational

+ God's promises to Abeaham and his offspring wene unconditional; thereloe, the Jews
will still receive the land describad in Gan. 15:18.

= During the groat iribulation, many Jews will b b Jesus Cheist,

+ Al referencas to ksraed in Revelation refer Yo the riation of Isragl.

Millennium

‘What Scriptures seem fo suppaort dispensational premillennialism?

+ God's promises ko Abraham and his oflspring wane unconditional—Gen. 15:7=21.

+ God wall keep Christians from the cutpouring of His wrath during the tribulafion—| Thess. 5:8;
Rev. 310

* The church is not specifically menfioned between Rev, 4 and 19,

When has dispensational premillennialism been popular? This view emerged in the
1E00's ameng tha Plymouth Brathran. Dispensational premilionniaism increased in poputarity
in the ke 1800's-and has remained widespread throughout the 20th century. Propanents
have includad J. Nelson Darby, C.1 Seofield, Harry A Ironsices, Glaason Archer, Donakl G.
Barnhouss, Hal Lindsey, Chuck Smith, John MacArihur, Charles Ryrie, Charles Staniey,
INorman L. Geisler, and Tim Lakaye,

POSTMILLENNIALISM

Second Coming
of Ghrist &
Final Judgment

The Church Age

Wha is posimillennialism?

Poatmiliennialism is the beliof that the Second Coming of Chrigt will accur atier the

miliznrium. The millennial reign described in Rev. 20:1-6 represents a long fime period

when, through the preaching of the gosped, most of the world will submit 1o Jasus Chist.

During this time, Satan will have no power over the earth, and evil regimes will collapse

{588 Rav. 19:19-20:3), A period of great tribulabon may pracade the millannium. According

1o postmiliennialists . . .

+ During tha milennium, Christ will nia the earth through His Spirit and thiough His
church; He will nof, howsver, be physically present on the earth.

+ Tha resurection dapicled in Rav. 20:4 reprasents the spiritual reganeration of peaple
‘who trust Jesus Chist.

+ The Sacand Coming of Christ, the final conflict betwaen pood and evil, the defaat of
Satan, the physical resurrection of all peopke, and the final judgment will oocur
together, immadiately after the milennium (Rev. 20.7-15).

Tribulation

Millennium

‘What Seriptures setm o support postmillennialism?

. Evoryaﬁr;cmwlm the gospel before the Second Coming—Matl. 24:14;
ark 13:10,

+ The first resumection (Rew. 20:4) could refer to the spiritual resumection (the regenesation
of new birth) of persons wh irust Chist—Foen, 11:13-15: Eph. 214,

+ The Sacond Coming of Christ and the: resurraction of all people. saved and unsaved, will
occur af the same time—Dan. 12:2-3; John 5:28-28.

‘When has posimillenrilalism been popular? Tha sarsest postmillernialis! witer was
Joachim of Ficre [1135-1202). Postmillennizism became popular in the 15th century, partly
becausa of that era's optinism about the fulure. Prominart postmillennialicie include early
church leacers such as Eusebius and Athanasius; preachers such as Jonathan Edwards
and Charles Haddan Spurgeon; and theoiogians such as B, B. Warfisid, Augustus H.
Strong, Charles Hodge, R.L. Dabnay, Loraine Boettner, and R.C. Sproul.
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The Church Age

What is historic premiflennialism?

Historic premillennialism is the belief that the Second Coming of Christ wil praceda

Ehe millanrsum and Baf the church has replacad the nation of krasd as God's

covenant people. Also kngwn as “covenant premiliennigism,” hisioric premilianniaism

breals the millennum as a el future event. Mast histond pramilenmalisls balieve
that Christians will remain on the earth duning the greal tridifation. The Inbulabion wil
purdy the churches by roating oul false beliavers.

According 1o hisloeic presmifienialists . |
Wsmﬂh:ﬂaﬂﬁammsh:.ﬁhﬂwm and his cieprng werne conditional
promises, based on obedienca, ksraels parsistent dschedience negated God's
covenan with them.

« (God has maintained a covenant of grace trougheut the Ohd and New Testaments
with &l wha trusted in Him. Thesa balevers—ambodied today in tha church—ara
the brus Israed (e Rom., 9:6-8; Gal, 616,

+ Most reflerences 1 “lsraal” in Revelation refier symbolbically i the church.

Emat 'mhulatinn

Millennium

What Scripiures seem 1o support hisloric premillenniatism?

« Tha revealing of the Antichrist precadas Christs return—2 Thess. 2234

» The tribulation will roct cut Ealse mambers from the churches—Ray. 2:22-23,

« Tha saimts are on earth during the tribulation—Rey. 13,7

» God's promises to Abraham and his olispring wene condbonal=—Gen. 22:18;
0 Chron, 33:8; |s. 1:19-20; Jer. T5-7.

» The Mew Testament freguently w2es “lsrael” and The taake tribes” 10 reder 1o
Christians—Rom. 9:6-8: James 1.1.

When has historic premillenndalism been popular? Hisloric premiliennizism seems
ho have been the earfiest view of the end-times among post-apastolic Christians. Many
early church fathers—including Lactantius (240-320), Irenagus (130-200), Justin Martyr
(100-165, and probably Papias (50-130), a disciple of he apastie John—embraced historic
premilerniaiem, Modem supporters include scholars such as John Warwick Montgomery,
Georpe R. Beasky-Murray, David Dockery, Robert Gundry, and Geoege E. Ladd,



Millennium

Tribulation
What ks amillennialism?
Amsllennialem is the besed that the millennium symibolizes Chast's rekgn in the bves of He
people from the begirmning of the chunch until His second coming. Rev, 18:11-21 portrays
Chiist's triumph ower Satan through His death and reswrachion. This triumph restrainad
the power of Satan on the earth [Rev, 20:1-3). The st resurecion” (Rev. 20:4-6)
symbakzes sither the alemal lde axpenenced by perstrs who die in Christ or the spirkual
resurmection expenenced by persons when they become Christians,
Whan Chinst returns, Ha will mmadiately daleat the powers of evil, rasurract the saved
and the unsaved, judge them, and deliver them 10 thek elemal destinies,
Ascording to amilienniafists . .
= The groal tnbulation reprasenis calamsbes and perseculions fhat have occumed
throughout chuech history.
+ Most references 1o *lsrael” in Revelation are symbolic relerences io the people of God
on earth (compare Rom. 95-8: Gal. 6:16),
+ Ini apocalyphic ierature, numbers represent concapts, nol eral statistics. For example,
50 Symbolzes incompleteness, seven represents completeness, 1en indicales

oELON0 LOIMmng
of Christ &
Final Judgment

somathing 1hal is extrema but imited, twelve represents the perfection of God's pecpie, and
one thousand symbolizes a great amount or long panod of Bme.

What Scriptures seem 1o support amillennialism?

» The Bible frequently uses the number 1.000 figuratively—Ps. 50:10; 90c4; 1058, 2 Peter 38,

» The first resumrection {Rev. 20:4) could reder ta the spiritual resurmaction (the regeneration
of nerw birth) of persons who bnust Christ—Rom. 11:13-15; Eph, 2:1-4,

. mwmﬂwwmwummwmmﬂm
at the same time—0an, 12:2-3; John 5:28-29,

» The sanis are on earth during the ribulation—Rev. 13:7.

When has amillennialism been popular? Amilennialism became poputar in e filth century.
incluge the Profestant refcemers Martin Luther and John Calvin, as well as evangalcal
theclogians such as EY. Muling, Abraham Kuyper, G.C. Barkouwer, Herschel Hobbe. Stankey
Grenz, and J. |. Packer, Many students of church history beSieve thal the church father
Augustice of Hippd was the first amillenrsalist.



POSTMILLENNIALISM

Second Coming
of Christ &
Final Judgment

The Church Age Tribulation

What is posimillennialism?

Postmilienniaism is the belie! that the Second Coming of Christ will oocur atier the

miliennium. The millennial reign described in Rev. 20;1-6 represents a long fme perniod

whien, thraugh the preachng of the pospel, mas! of the ward will submit 16 Jasus Chnst

During this time, Satan will have no power over the earh, and evll regimes will collapss

[see Rev. 19:19-20:3). A period of greal tribulabion may precede the millennium. According

1o posimilignnialists . . .

« During the milennium, Christ will rule the earth through His Spirit and through His
church; He will not, however, be physically present on the earth.

+ The reswmection dapicted in Rav. 204 reprasents the spinbeal reganeration of peaple
who trusl Jesus Christ

+ Tha Second Coming of Chnsl, 1he final conflict batween good and evil, the defieat of
Satan, the phyacal resurmaction of all peophe, and the final judgment will oocur
together, immediately afar the milienniuen (Rev. 20:7-15).

Millennium

What Scriptures seem o support postmillennialism?

+ Every ethnic group will recaive the gospel before the Second Coming—Matt. 24:14;
Mark 13:10.

+ The first reswrection (Rav. 20:4) could reder o the spiitual resurmection (the regenesation
or new birth) of parsons who trust Christ—Rom. 11:13-15; Eph. 2:1-4.

« The Sacond Coming of Christ and the resurrection of all people, saved and unsaved, will
ootur at ther same lime—Dan. 12:2-3; John 5:28-29.,

When has postmillennialism been popular? The earbes! pastmillernialist wriber was
Joachim of Figre (1135-1202). Pestmillenniaism became popular in the 19th cenfury, partly
becausa of that ara’s optimism about the future. Prominent posimillannialists include aarly
church leaders such as Eusebius and Athanasius, preachens such as Jonathan Edwards
and Charles Haddon Spurgeon; and theclogians such as B. B, Warfiald, Augustus H.
Strong, Chares Hodge. R.L. Dabney, Lorane Boetiner, and R.C. Sproul.




SPENSATIONAL PREMILLENNIALISM Second Coming Final
of Christ Judgment

Rapture

God's Work End's \Hnrlt HIIII Ereal lrlhulatmn h‘llilanmum
with Israel the Church

Whal is dispensational premiflennialism? What Scriptures seem to support dispensational premillennialism?

Dispansational premilennialism i the bakel that the Second Coming of Chrest will + God's promises o Abraham and his offspring ware uncenditicnal—Gen, 15:7-21.
precede the millernium and that God will still give the nation of lsragl the land described  « God will keep Chinstians from the cutpourning of His wrath durning the fribulation—| Thess. 5%
in Gan. 15:18. Rev. 3:10.

Cispensational premifennialism teats the millenniuem ag 3 eral, future event. Most + The chaurch is not specifically men$ioned between Rev, 4 and 14

dispensational premilennialists ane pre-tibulationists: they understand Rev. 4:1-2 1o reler
1o the rapiure,” when Chist removes Chrissians from the earth before the great tnbulation When has dispensational premillennialism been popular? This view emerged in the

begns. Soma dispansational pramilennzisie. known 25 mid-trbulationists, believe the 1800's amaong the Plymouth Brethren. Dispensational premilianrialism increasad in popularty
rapture will ocour dunng the greal ributabon. According io the dspensational in the iate 1800's and has remained widespraad theowughout the 20th century. Propanents
pramillenriists, | . . have inclsded J. Nelson Dasty, G.1. Scofield, Harry A Inansida, Glaasen Archer, Donald G.

+ God's promizes 1o Abraham and his ofisping wene uncondiional; thereloee, the Jews Barnhouse, Ha! Lindsay, Chuck Smith, John MacArhr, Charles Ryrie, Charles Stankey,

will still receive the land describad in Gan. 15:18. Morman L. Geisler, and Tim LaHaye.

+ During the great tribulation, many Jews wil turn 13 Jesus Cheist,
= All rederencas 10 lsrasd in Hewvelation refer 1o the nation of Isragl.




Historic Dispensational

Postmillennialism Amillennialism . . .. . . .
Premillennialism Premillennialism

* George Truett, former * Herschel Hobbs, former ¢ Charles Spurgeon  W. A. Criswell, FBC
pastor of FBC Dallas SBC President, Pastor, * Al Mohler, President Dallas

e B.H. Carroll, the founder and Theologian. SBTS * Danny Aiken, President
of Southwestern Baptist ¢ Sam Storms Pastor, e Jason Allen, MBTS SEBTS
Theological Seminary Author, Professor e Clint Pressley, SBC e Most Popular view since

president WWII



Key Points

The BF&M accentuates the purposeful meaning of
history.

God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the

world to its appropriate end.




Key Points

Personal and visible return of Christ as the central core of
Last Things teachings.

According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return

personally and visibly in glory to the earth;




Key Point
Bodily resurrection of all persons.
the dead will be raised




Key Points

The returned Christ is judge of all.
; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness




Key Points

Briefly details 2 eternal destinies. Heaven and Hell.

The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of
everlasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected
and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will

dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord.
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